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Eurostat is the Statistical Office of the European Communities. Its mission 

is to provide the European Union with high-quality statistical informa-

tion. For that purpose, it gathers and analyses figures from the national 

statistical offices across Europe and provides comparable and harmo-

nised data for the European Union to use in the definition, implementa-

tion and analysis of Community policies. Its statistical products and serv-

ices are also of great value to Europe’s business community, professional 

organisations, academics, librarians, NGOs, the media and citizens.

Eurostat's publications programme consists of several collections:

 News releases provide recent information on the Euro-Indicators and 

on social, economic, regional, agricultural or environmental topics.

 Statistical books are larger A4 publications with statistical data and 

analysis.

 Pocketbooks are free of charge publications aiming to give users a set 

of basic figures on a specific topic.

 Statistics in focus provides updated summaries of the main results of 

surveys, studies and statistical analysis.

 Data in focus present the most recent statistics with methodological 

notes.

 Methodologies and working papers are technical publications for 

statistical experts working in a particular field.

Eurostat publications can be ordered via the EU Bookshop at http://book-

shop.europa.eu.

All publications are also downloadable free of charge in PDF format 

from the Eurostat website http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat. Furthermore, 

Eurostat’s databases are freely available there, as are tables with the most 

frequently used and demanded short- and long-term indicators.

Eurostat has set up with the members of the ‘European statistical system’ 

(ESS) a network of user support centres which exist in nearly all Member 

States as well as in some EFTA countries. Their mission is to provide help 

and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data. Contact 

details for this support network can be found on Eurostat Internet site.

EUROSTAT

L-2920 Luxembourg — Tel. (352) 43 01-1  

website http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
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This pocketbook gives an insight into the comprehensive domain
of science, technology and innovation statistics. All statistical
data and indicators presented are based on a number of data
sources available at Eurostat. The most relevant indicators have
been chosen to provide the reader with statistical information in
order to appreciate the evolution and make-up of science,
technology and innovation (STI) in Europe and the position of the
EU with regard to its partners.

Responding to developments in policy and in the scientific
community, Eurostat has long been collecting STI data. This
publication may be viewed as a compendium of data available
within Eurostat. However, it is by no means an exhaustive
collection; it can be seen as a showcase for the main data sets
that currently exist. Although most data in the publication
originate from Eurostat, other databases relevant in the STI field
have also been exploited. This is the case of the OECD’s Main
Science and Technology Indicators (MSTI). The particular source
of each indicator is specified for each table or graph.

The focus is on the 27 European Union Member States and the
candidate countries. However, to allow international
comparisons, data for Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,
Switzerland, China, Japan, the Russian Federation and the
United States are also considered when available. 

The pocketbook is divided into three main parts and seven
chapters. The three main parts are: 

- Part 1 — Investing in R&D,

- Part 2 — Monitoring the knowledge workers,

- Part 3 — Productivity and competitiveness.

The first part includes the chapters on government budget
appropriations or outlays on R&D (or GBAORD — Chapter 1) and
on R&D expenditure (Chapter 2). Part 2 on knowledge workers
shows data on R&D personnel (Chapter 3) and human resources
in S&T fields (HRST — Chapter 4). Part 3 on productivity and
competitiveness includes statistics on innovation (Chapter 5),
patents (Chapter 6) and high technology (Chapter 7).

After the three main parts of the pocketbook the reader will find
methodological notes (including definitions and abbreviations)
for each of the statistical data sources used.

NOTICE TO THE READER: 

Tables and figures in this publication refer to the data on
Eurostat’s NewCronos database at the time of writing
(November 2007). However, as NewCronos is regularly updated
when new data are received, the extracted data could
subsequently differ from those available at the time of
publishing.
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 c
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 b
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pr
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